SUBJECT: 

Client Tips eLtr from JO BECKER
Friends and Colleagues,

Ok-okay, for those of you who pay attention, this eLtr is more than a tad late…  I’m declaring the month of Dec off so I’ll just call this our Nov-Dec edition and call that good!  :)  I hope all is well with each of you as we dash into the holiday season.  To you and yours, all the best!

Sincerely,

Jo Becker, BA (former GRI)

503/493-6883 and JoByEmail@yahoo.com

NEWS YOU CAN USE:  

I have been writing marketing- and technology-related articles for Principal Broker Magazine (PB) since 2003.  Visit the publication’s site to view the Oct. (pg 12), Nov. (pg 18), or other past editions.

MARKETING TIPS:  
‘A brief note to encourage you to maintain (or strive for) consistency in your marketing efforts despite the hectic season upon us.  Marketing must be consistent in message, image, and timing to be effective.  Don’t let the holidays and new year celebrations distract you from the marketing and prospecting necessary to take your practice to the next level.

For those of you who’s marketing efforts consist solely of an end-of the-year card or calendar, experts agree that multiple contacts are needed to win over prospects, maintain customer loyalty, and realize business growth.  

So, how did you do in ’06?  How can you build on your marketing plan for ’07?  Call / write if you need help in this area of your business.  Happy New Year filled with both business and personal health and prosperity to all!

TIPS AND TRICKS:  In this section, I offer quick and simple computer tips or other resources you can use to improve your computing performance.

Do you do maintenance on your computer?  You should!  There’s a minimum of care and maintenance that you ought to do on a routine schedule including Scan Disk and / or Disk Clean Up, deleting Temp files, cookies and cache, not to mention downloading pop-up and virus definition updates and scanning your computer for viruses and pop-ups.  One maintenance step I want to delve into here is a MS Windows function called Disk Defragmenter.   It comes with Windows computers, which means there’s nothing to buy or install.  You typically find the Defrag function by LEFT clicking once on the “windows logo button” at the bottom left corner of your screen.  From there choose:  Programs / Applications / System Maintenance / Disk Defragmenter.

Defrag was once described to me as an attempt to reorganize a horribly disorganized closet—think of the stereotypical mess with boxes and stuff shoved in helter-skelter complete w/the preverbal bowling ball on top ready to fall.  (I have a couple closets like that at this very moment!)  Defrag ‘repacks’ your closet (AKA: the data on your hard drive) by arranging the bowling ball, boxes, etc. (AKA:  your software and data files, etc.) in the most efficient and orderly fashion.  Doing this once a month to once a month (depending on your use) will help the computer run more efficiently; sometimes you can even see the difference in computing speed.  

I should note that Defrag should e run when no other programs are running (even screen savers, etc.) and that it can take quite a while so let it run in the evening when you’re done with your work for the day.

JUST FOR FUN:  
I’ve discovered an alternative to directory assistance that is free whether used on landlines or mobile phones.  Call 800-FREE-411 (chk out their url below).  It is funded with sponsorship ads that play briefly (about 15 seconds) before you receive the business or residential # requested.  I have to say that in the past couple months of using it, I’ve gotten 3-4 incorrect #s which is frustrating, but it beats a couple bucks a pop through my mobile provider!  Chk it out:

· http://www.free411.com
I hope these tips have been useful to you.  Please don’t hesitate to call/write if you have computing questions or are ready to ramp up your own marketing campaign!  Referrals to your officemates and other small business owners are always appreciated.  


Thank you for your continued support!

Warmly,
Jo Becker, BA

503/493-6883

JoByEmail@yahoo.com
Former GRI with Oregon Realty Company’s Portland West Office

Archived Resources:
· JoAnn Rouza Interiors:  http://www.jrouzainteriors.com
· Susan Robinson www.ecoquestintl.com/susanrobinson (password:  prosper)
· Decorative Christmas Ornament Hangers:  http://geocities.com/jobyemail
· Investment Analysis Software bradvincen@yahoo.com 
· Lincoln City cottage:  http://www.beachstumps.com/beachstumpscottage 
· ImageSetters:  www.imagesttersllc.com
· Equine Art:  http://www.equinepencilart.citymax.com 

· Columbiana Seed:  BetsySBecker@earthlink.net (REVISED address)

· Fair Housing Council:  www.fhco.org
· Greg Rands / Handyman, “Soil Guy,” and Personal Trainer:  503/516-4038

· Destination College & Beyond, http://www.DCB-creatingfutures.com 

· Sue Middleton / Sketch Artist suemid@earthlink.net 

· 2 Brains Creative:  http://2brainscreative.com 

NOTE:  I, Jo Becker, am not engaged in rendering legal services, nor claim to be an expert on fair housing in the capacity in which you have engaged my services.  In performing this work, I am acting as a private individual and not as a representative of the Fair Housing Council of Oregon.

No part of the service provided should be regarded as legal advice or considered as a replacement for legal counsel.  Legal advice should be obtained from your own counsel in applying any fair housing principles, suggestions, or observations, as well as agency/representation and other legal matters.

To unsubscribe reply to this message with the word ‘unsubscribe” in the subject line.  Thank you

Jo Becker, 503/493-6883
