SUBJECT: 

Client Tips eLtr from JO BECKER
Friends and Colleagues,

Summer’s barreling ahead toward fall.  The air is fresh, the breeze light, and the days are full and busy.  I hope this note finds you well and productive.

Sincerely,

Jo Becker, BA (former GRI)

503/493-6883 and JoByEmail@yahoo.com

NEWS YOU CAN USE:  

I have been writing marketing- and technology-related articles for Principal Broker Magazine (PB) since 2003.  Visit the publication’s site to read my latest article—another primer on digital images---click here and go to page 22.

MARKETING TIPS:  
This month’s ‘Tips and Tricks’ is a lengthy read so I’m going to offer just a quick, simple suggestion here.  As you’ll read down below under ‘Industry Resources,’ I talk about the use of line drawings for your listings.  While photographs are vitally important and should always be used on websites and the like to provide lookers as much info as possible, a well-done sketch of a house can set a flyer and other property promotion materials apart.  

Here are two added thoughts:

-1-  Coordinate your “corporate identify” with your flyers and property marketing pieces by printing the sketch in the color you use on your logo, etc.  Line art needn’t be just black; use color to your advantage throughout your marketing plan.  

-2-  When your seller’s home closes, frame the original line drawing for a quick and memorable closing gift without much added cost! 

TIPS AND TRICKS:  In this section, I offer quick and simple computer tips or other resources you can use to improve your computing performance.

I know it isn’t spring but any time is a good time for a little cleaning.  How many of your routinely (or even occasionally?!) clean your computer mouse and keyboard?  Do you even look at them—take a moment now and look down and see if there isn’t a film of grunge where your fingers tap, click, and type.  Many of us don’t pay much attention to these peripherals but if you actually look at them, they can be quite unsightly, even embarrassing if someone else uses your machine from time to time.  (Btw, telephones are subject to the same unseen but truly unsightly grime!)

To do a quick clean out on your keyboard unfold one end of a paperclip and run it along the keyboard between the keys.  Dust, crumbs, etc. collect down there thanks to gravity and using a clip can help snag and pull some if out.  If you have pets like I do, you may even find enough fur to constitute a small kitten or puppy in there!  When you’re done w/that, hold the keyboard upside down and gently shake it—getting gravity to in our favor!  You should also wipe down the keys and board with a cleaner (Windex, Ammonia, whatever) but I’d recommend being sure the computer’s turned off before you do so.

Now, have you ever notice (or just gotten used to the fact?) that your mouse doesn’t move as nimbly as it used to?  Does it stick or require you to move further and further in one or more directions to move a small distance on your screen?  If so, you’re suffering from dirty mouse syndrome!  

Most mice have a removable ball set into the bottom of them*.  Turn our mouse over and twist the cover on the bottom to remove the mouse ball.  Take a little bit of rubbing alcohol (don’t use anything else!)  and wipe off the ball.  

Next, look inside the mouse and notice that there are three very small ‘wheels’ that the mouse rests on when in place.  These wheels register the movement you make with your hand as the mouse and its ball traverse your desk.  As the ball moves along it picks up dust, lint, and hair that then get stuck on these three wheels.  This grime builds up and creates friction preventing the mouse from moving nimbly.  

Very gently use your fingernail or small tool to scrape this dirt off each wheel—notice that the wheels turn (as should all good wheels!), and you’ll have to turn each wheel as you go to clean the whole surface of each.  Now, as very best you can, don’t let that scraped off dirt fall into the body of the mouse.  Dump the grime out so that it doesn’t gum up the electrical workings of your mouse.  You might blow a short, quick puff of air into the mouse to help remove any of this now-loose grime.  An air can would be best.  If you blow air in from your mouth take care that your mouth is dry; the last thing you want inside your mouse is wet spit!  Replace the ball, replace the cover, flip the mouse over, and use Windex or Ammonia on the topside where your fingers rest.  

*For those of you with an infrared beam mouse there is no track ball and your mouse really should get dirty and stick; however, the top of the mouse can still collect finger grime so crack out the Windex and get busy!  If you have a mouse with a red laser beam, be careful that you don’t look into the beam with the naked eye.

JUST FOR FUN:  
We’ve all heard of the game 20 questions, well it’s gone electronic!

Visit the link below and play against an artificial intelligence foe. It takes less just a moment to run through 20 questions—you begin by thinking of an animal, vegetable, mineral, or other item and the computer guesses what you’re thinking about. The more people play, the more the game “learns;” it gets 50,000,000 impressions a month.  I first played 20Q a month or so ago and was amazed that by the 20th question the site had guessed my object.  ‘Just played it again and beat the system—the site thought my lamp was a constellation.  Have fun…

· http://www.20q.net/index.html 

INDUSTRY RESOURCE:
A special thanks to Marsha Henry of RE/Max equity group for introducing me to the following industry resource whom I’d like to share, in turn, with all of you.  

Sue Middleton is an artist specializing in pen and ink drawings.  She has carved out a niche for herself providing sketching services for home sellers and their agents.  When I saw a drawing Sue had done for one of Marsha’s listings I instantly wanted to have a drawing of my own home done.  Sue’s rates are very reasonable, the artwork beautiful, and her turn around time is very accommodating.

For more information:

Sue Middleton

503/297-5896, suemid@earthlink.net 

I hope these tips have been useful to you.  Please don’t hesitate to call/write if you have computing questions or are ready to ramp up your own marketing campaign!  Referrals to your officemates and other small business owners are always appreciated.  


Thank you for your continued support!

Warmly,
Jo Becker, BA

503/493-6883

JoByEmail@yahoo.com
Formerly of Oregon Realty Company’s Portland West Office

Archived Resources:
· JoAnn Rouza Interiors:  http://www.jrouzainteriors.com
· Susan Robinson www.ecoquestintl.com/susanrobinson (password:  prosper)
· Decorative Christmas Ornament Hangers:  http://geocities.com/jobyemail
· Investment Analysis Software bradvincen@yahoo.com 
· Lincoln City cottage:  http://www.beachstumps.com/beachstumpscottage 
· ImageSetters:  www.imagesttersllc.com
· Equine Art:  http://www.equinepencilart.citymax.com 

· Columbiana Seed:  BetsySBecker@earthlink.net (REVISED address)

· Fair Housing Council:  www.fhco.org
· Greg Rands / Handyman, “Soil Guy,” and Personal Trainer:  503/516-4038

· Destination College & Beyond, http://www.DCB-creatingfutures.com 

To unsubscribe reply to this message with the word ‘unsubscribe” in the subject line.  Thank you

Jo Becker, 8863 SW 175th Ave, Beaverton OR  97007

503/493-6883

