Dear Friends,

I recently gave a quick shout out to all of you—my computer/marketing clients.  I now am following up by introducing a brief, periodic eLtr I’ve been meaning to launch for you for some time now.

FIRST, AN UPDATE:  As many of you know, my parents and I have decided to retire from the RE biz and are just wrapping things up with a few remaining active clients.  I’m eagerly turning my attention to marketing/communications opportunities, as this was the focus of my work in our family practice.  I am thoroughly enjoying the experience of re-creating me!  In the meantime, I have seen a nice jump in my one-on-one software training and marketing consultation practice.  I have many of you to thank for that and welcome your calls, questions, or referrals any time!

Also as way of update, I want to be sure you all have my new contact info:  

503/493-6883 and JoByEmail@yahoo.com
NEWS YOU CAN USE:  As many of you are also aware, I have been writing marketing- and technology-related articles for Principal Broker Magazine (PB) (http://principalbroker.com) since 2003.  Mindy Sullivan, formerly of the title industry and well known for her economic forecasts, recently recreated herself as well.  She is now the editor of PB and the publication has increased in style, pizzazz, and professionalism since she took the helm.  

I've attached a couple recent articles (in PDF format) that I wrote for PB in case you missed them.  Thus far this year I’ve discussed getting organized, setting goals, and the fundamentals of marketing yourself.  I hope these pieces are both interesting and helpful to you.  

Be sure to contact Mindy (mindy@2brainscreative.com) if you haven't yet signed up for your free subscription to Principal Broker Magazine!

TIPS AND TRICKS:  I would like to share these periodic eLtrs with you as a way to keep up and stay in touch.  I want these messages to be tangible and worthwhile for you.  In this section, I will offer quick and simple computer tips or other resources you can use to improve your computing performance.

--Keyboard Shortcut:  When you’re working on your computer and you have several programs and windows open at once, you can quickly reduce (minimize) all of them using a keyboard shortcut.  Hold down the Start key (lower left corner of the keyboard; it usually has a MS Windows symbol on it) and the “m” key at the same time.  This will zip you right to your desktop.  This can be handy when you want to access a file or program that resides on the desktop w/o having to close or minimize every other open item one by one.

--Visual Aid:  If you’re having trouble reading something on your computer 
monitor (a document or a website, for example), here’s a quick way to make the text larger.  Now, I do have to admit that this doesn’t work with all websites, but it does with most of them and it does require that you have a “wheel mouse,” that is a mouse with a scrollable wheel between the LEFT and RIGHT buttons.  

With the document or site you want to read up on your screen hold down the Ctrl (short for Control) button on your keyboard and scroll the mouse wheel up or down.  The handy thing about this is that you aren’t making any changes to what you’re reading—you’re just adjusting the way it appears on your screen.  If you don’t have a wheel mouse, you might consider picking one up at an office or electronics store; they’re fairly inexpensive and also make scrolling through long documents and long websites quick and easy!

--Just for Fun:  I’ll bet that many of you have heard of CraigsList, as it’s becoming extremely popular and making a lot of news.  If you haven’t visited yet, here’s t/link to CraigsList’s Portland page:  http://portland.craigslist.org/  

CraigsList is a free site used by “zillions” of people around t/world to post notices, sell things, buy things, etc.  T/far right side of the site lists all the different cities and countries t/site serves from Atlanta to Winnipeg, from Asia to New Zealand.  There are personals ads, community postings, forums, and job ads.  Most entertaining to me is the “for sale” section in t/middle of the page.  T/for sales are categorized:  free, barter, books, furniture, sporting, items wanted, etc., etc.  You can read the posts, respond to individual posters, and post your own items all free of charge.  Check it out and have fun!

I hope these tips have been useful to you.  Please don’t hesitate to call/write if you have computing questions or are ready to ramp up your own marketing campaign!  Referrals to your officemates and other small business owners are always appreciated.  And, as I said before, I’m also looking for a new career—If you hear of something interesting, I would love to know about it!  

Thank you for your continued support!

Warmly,
Jo Becker, BA

503/493-6883

JoByEmail@yahoo.com
Formerly of Oregon Realty Company’s Portland West Office

