SUBJECT: 

Client Tips eLtr from JO BECKER

Friends and Colleagues,

Happy Spring!  May the season bring you much joy and productivity.

Sincerely,

Jo Becker, BA (former GRI)

503/493-6883 and JoByEmail@yahoo.com

NEWS YOU CAN USE:  

I have been writing marketing- and technology-related articles for Principal Broker Magazine (PB) since 2003.  Visit the publication’s site to view the Mar edition (pg 9), or other past editions
MARKETING TIPS:  
Question:  What are you using the back of your business cards for?  Are they working hard for you?  Some like to leave the backsides blank to scrawl a handwritten note to clients or prospects.  If that works for you, great!  But if you don’t routinely do this, you may be wasting precious ‘real estate.’  How about including your mission statement on the back?  Maybe a list of unique services and features available on your website?  You could list the geographic areas or market segments you work or use the space to explain the ‘alphabet soup’ that follows your name on the front side.  While you’ll want to be careful of being too cluttered (IE: respect ‘white space’), the options are limited only by your budget and creativity!

TIPS AND TRICKS:  In this section, I offer quick and simple computer tips and other resources you can use to improve your computing performance.

“Interspersed among the junk mail and spam that fills our Internet e-mail boxes are dire warnings about devastating new viruses, Trojans that eat the heart out of your system, and malicious software that can steal the computer right off your desk. Added to that are messages about free money, children in trouble, and other items designed to grab you and get you to forward the message to everyone you know. Most all of these messages are hoaxes or chain letters. While hoaxes do not automatically infect systems like a virus or Trojan, they are still time consuming and costly to remove from all the systems where they exist.

Users are requested to please not spread chain letters and hoaxes by sending copies to everyone you know. Sending a copy of a cute message to one or two friends is not a problem but sending an unconfirmed warning or plea to everyone you know with the request that they also send it to everyone they know simply adds to the clutter already filling our mailboxes. If you receive any of this kind of mail, please don't pass it to everyone you know, either delete it or pass it to your computer security manager to validate.”  Source:  CIAC website http://hoaxbusters.ciac.org/HBSearch.html
According to McAfee, more than 180,000 threats exist today.  The leading virus scanning and computer protection vendors (below) also offer notices and advise on valid threats vs. hoaxes:

McAfee’s Avert® Labs Threat Library



http://vil.nai.com/vil/default.aspx
Symantec, maker of Norton AntiVirus, offers a DeepSight ThreatCon watch

http://www.symantec.com/security_response/threatconlearn.jsp 
JUST FOR FUN:  
Did you know there’s a search engine that helps you raise money for your favorite charities and schools?  Launched in 2005, GoodSearch is a search engine powered by Yahoo! that donates 50% of its revenue from its advertisers to the organizations its users designate.  You use GoodSearch exactly as you would any other search engine. 

I’ve been using GoodSearch off and on for a month or so and it’s not bad.  The results page is ‘cleaner’ than Google w/all of it’s various paid placement ads; however, there’s been times I couldn’t find what I was searching for and was able to find it on Google…  None-the-less, I’ve enjoyed using the site to benefit such local organizations as: the Oregon Food Bank, Oregon Episcopal School (my alma-mater), Oregon Humane Society, Oregon Public Broadcasting, …  Check it out and see what you think!

· http://wwwGoodSearch.com 

I hope these tips have been useful to you.  Please don’t hesitate to call/write if you have computing questions or are ready to ramp up your own marketing campaign!  Referrals to your officemates and other small business owners are always appreciated.  


Thank you for your continued support!

Warmly,
Jo Becker, BA

503/493-6883

JoByEmail@yahoo.com
Formerly of Oregon Realty Company’s Portland West Office

Archived Resources:
· JoAnn Rouza Interiors:  http://www.jrouzainteriors.com
· Susan Robinson www.ecoquestintl.com/susanrobinson (password:  prosper)
· Decorative Christmas Ornament Hangers:  http://geocities.com/jobyemail
· Investment Analysis Software bradvincen@yahoo.com 
· Lincoln City cottage:  http://www.beachstumps.com/beachstumpscottage 
· ImageSetters:  www.imagesttersllc.com
· Equine Art:  http://www.equinepencilart.citymax.com 

· Columbiana Seed:  BetsySBecker@earthlink.net (REVISED address)

· Fair Housing Council:  www.fhco.org
· Greg Rands / Handyman, “Soil Guy,” and Personal Trainer:  503/516-4038

· Destination College & Beyond, http://www.DCB-creatingfutures.com 

· Sue Middleton / Sketch Artist suemid@earthlink.net 

NOTE:  I, Jo Becker, am not engaged in rendering legal services, nor claim to be an expert on fair housing in the capacity in which you have engaged my services.  In performing this work, I am acting as a private individual and not as a representative of the Fair Housing Council of Oregon.

No part of the service provided should be regarded as legal advice or considered as a replacement for legal counsel.  Legal advice should be obtained from your own counsel in applying any fair housing principles, suggestions, or observations, as well as agency/representation and other legal matters.

To unsubscribe reply to this message with the word ‘unsubscribe” in the subject line.  Thank you

Jo Becker, 503/493-6883
