SUBJECT: 

Client Tips eLtr from JO BECKER
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Well, well, aren’t I a little behind schedule...  I typically send eLtrs out the end of each month, so here’s your “June” eLtr for ‘ya!  :-} 

Btw, I’m moved, if not settled, into a lovely house in Oregon City.  The setting is rural and wooded but just minutes from the freeway.  My handyman (see reference below*) enhanced the place’s charm with new paint and the like, though many boxes and some additional painting and fixing remains to be done.  Again, thanks to all of you who offered help and suggestions during my home hunt—incredible that I found the perfect place within days of sending out my message in April!
‘Hope you all had a great Independence Day,

Jo Becker, BA (former GRI)

503/493-6883 and JoByEmail@yahoo.com

NEWS YOU CAN USE:  

I have been writing marketing- and technology-related articles for Principal Broker Magazine (PB) since 2003.  Visit the publication’s site and read my marketing article on page 24 here.  If you have comments or would like to subscribe to the magazine contact Crystal.

MARKETING TIPS:  
If you have a good portion of your sphere’s e-mail addresses you can market to them online for free, saving the cost of postage and letterhead.  One online marketing idea my parents/partners and I utilized routinely in our practice was free e-cards.  You can handpick e-cards from an array of available options at various sites and send them to your sphere free of charge any time day or night.  You may choose to send seasonal e-cards ushering in each new season with well wishes, or perhaps you would prefer to send holiday e-cards.  Whatever scheme you choose, set a schedule and be consistent, just as you would with a postal mailing campaign.  

As you preview sites that offer e-cards look for those that don’t inundate users with ads and junk mail—your e-card will be representing you and your business so go with a service that has a professional image.  Also look for a site that allows you to pre-schedule your cards for delivery in the future, this will prevent you from having to sit down and send all your cards at once and in a hurry the day of.  

Look down below under “Just for Fun” for a couple online card sources.

TIPS AND TRICKS:  In this section, I offer quick and simple computer tips or other resources you can use to improve your computing performance.

I’m beginning in to see more agents do this, but for those of you who haven’t tried it…  here’s a nifty idea—<Kudos to Ken for thinking of it in 2004!>—why not respond to those who e-mail you with an initial real estate question with a copy of the Real Estate Agency’s Agency Disclosure Pamphlet?  

Saving and printing out your email message will prove you did your part to inform the public about their rights and responsibilities under agency law.  Sending the Pamphlet and discussing it in your correspondence with potential new clients will also show your professionalism and regard for their interests.  

The Real Estate agency’s site can be found at: http://www.rea.state.or.us.  If you go to http://www.rea.state.or.us/Forms/Regulations/Initial%20Agency%20Disclosure%20Pamphlet.pdf  you can view the Agency Disclosure Pamphlet in pdf (portable document file) format.  

You may choose to forward the Pamphlet via e-mail in one of two ways.  Either include the lengthy url (yes, the entire thing!) in the body of your message.  The recipient will most likely see it as a hyperlink that they can click on to bring up the pdf in a new browser window.  If they have any difficulty with that, be sure to let them know they can copy and paste the url directly into their browser’s address field to see the document.  

Alternatively, you can save the pdf to your computer (File/Save As) and then attached the downloaded pdf to your outgoing messages.  The concern here may be whether the recipient will know what to do with your attachment and/or whether they’ll bother to look at it…


Just an idea; I’m pleased to see more and more agents doing this for a number of disclosures.  I just seems efficient to me!

JUST FOR FUN:  
· www.Hallmark.com  (My personal favorite; no ads; good scheduling options and good reputation)

· http://cards.centralpets.com (Believe it or not, one the best sites I’ve found that allows you to upload your own pictures into an e-card for free)

RESOURCE:
Greg Rands is a long time friend and has done a wonderful job of handyman work for me and my family more than once.  Most recently he prep’ed my new home in Oregon City in stellar fashion!  If you or clients need a little handy-work done, give him a call.  Greg is also about to launch a new soil business with his new tractor—excavating, landscaping, studying soil nutrients, planning gardens, etc.  Give him a call if he can be of help.

For information contact:  503/516-4038

PS:  Greg is also an experienced personal trainer—a real well rounded fella!  Call if you think he can be of help.

I hope these tips have been useful to you.  Please don’t hesitate to call/write if you have computing questions or are ready to ramp up your own marketing campaign!  Referrals to your officemates and other small business owners are always appreciated.  


Thank you for your continued support!

Warmly,
Jo Becker, BA

503/493-6883

JoByEmail@yahoo.com
Formerly of Oregon Realty Company’s Portland West Office

Archived Resources:
· JoAnn Rouza Interiors:  http://www.jrouzainteriors.com
· Susan Robinson www.ecoquestintl.com/susanrobinson (password:  prosper)
· Decorative Christmas Ornament Hangers:  http://geocities.com/jobyemail
· Investment Analysis Software bradvincen@yahoo.com 
· Lincoln City cottage:  http://www.beachstumps.com/beachstumpscottage 
· ImageSetters:  www.imagesttersllc.com
· Equine Art:  http://www.equinepencilart.citymax.com 

· Columbiana Seed:  BetsySBecker@earthlink.net (REVISED address)

· Fair Housing Council:  www.fhco.org
To unsubscribe reply to this message with the word ‘unsubscribe” in the subject line.  Thank you

Jo Becker, 8863 SW 175th Ave, Beaverton OR  97007

503/493-6883

