SUBJECT: 

Client Tips eLtr from JO BECKER
Friends,

I’m going to keep this greeting brief but have a number of tips and ideas for you below.  

I hope to see several of you at PMAR’s luncheon April 24th in Portland (register with PMAR at 503/459-2152).  

In addition, my Executive Director at the Fair Housing Council, Pegge McGuire, has been asked to present on current fair housing issues at the OAR conference in Ashland on April 6th (contact OAR for registration info:  800-252-9115).  Pegge has asked me to join her and, again, ‘hope to see you there!
Sincerely,

Jo Becker

503/493-6883 and JoByEmail@yahoo.com

NEWS YOU CAN USE:  

I have been writing marketing- and technology-related articles for Principal Broker Magazine (PB) since 2003.  Visit the publication’s site and view past editions here.

Email Mindy Sullivan, Editor, (mindy@2brainscreative.com) for a free subscription!  

MARKETING TIPS:  

Fair housing reminder--Some of you have hired me to post listings on CraigsList.  A recent lawsuit was filed by a fair housing organization against CraigsList for publishing housing advertisements that excluded prospective home seekers based on their protected class status.  

Unlike HousingConnections.org and local newspapers like The Oregonian, CraigsList does not review the housing postings placed with them to assure they comply with local, state, and federal fair housing laws.  Those who publish discriminatory ads, as well as those who place the ads, can be held liable for such actions.  

As always, be sure your managing broker reviews your personal marketing and property advertisements, no matter what media you use.  While the outcome of the lawsuit is yet unknown, this is an excellent reminder that all advertising (print or online, paid or free, etc.) is required to comply with fair housing laws.

TIPS AND TRICKS:  In this section, I offer quick and simple computer tips or other resources you can use to improve your computing performance.

Here’s a simply one, but hey, it’s my birthday so I don’t want too have to work real hard at it…  If you ever get to typing and you “loose” your numbers; that is, you’re trying to type numbers and not only do they not appear on your screen but your cursor’s jumping all over the place, it’s likely that your “Num Lock” key was turned off.  

If you look at your keyboard, many have a set of numbered keys on the right side of the board.  At the top left corner of the numbered keys is typically a button that says “Num Lock.”  When on, all works smoothly.  If inadvertently bumped and turned off (my cats walk on my keyboard frequently so I often blame them), you’ll be unable to use the number keys below.  Hopefully, that quick tip’s new to someone out there!  :)

JUST FOR FUN:  Here’s a site that may not only be useful around the house, but helpful for some clients as well!

· http://www.howtocleananything.com/ 

INDUSTRY RESOURCE:
Betsy Stout Becker is a Horticulturist and the owner of Columbiana Seed and--if you couldn’t guess--one of my favorite aunts!  

Her passion is native plants (see her Principal Broker article on such here (page 27)).  Betsy collects wild seeds native to Oregon & Washington using recognized ethical standards that don’t compromise the collection site.  

She also served as an excellent consultant for a buyer of ours who just didn’t know where to start with their yard design when they closed on their new home a few years ago.  Whether you’re looking for native seeds for yourself, a unique closing gift idea, or a consultant for yourself or clientele…

For more information:  

Betsy Stout Becker, Columbiana Seed

BetsyBecker@earthlink.net 

(If you have any trouble reaching Betsy please call/em me; I know she’s in the midst of a move herself right now!)
I hope these tips have been useful to you.  Please don’t hesitate to call/write if you have computing questions or are ready to ramp up your own marketing campaign!  Referrals to your officemates and other small business owners are always appreciated.  


Thank you for your continued support!

Warmly,
Jo Becker, BA

503/493-6883

JoByEmail@yahoo.com
Formerly of Oregon Realty Company’s Portland West Office

Archived Resources:
· JoAnn Rouza Interiors:  http://www.jrouzainteriors.com
· Susan Robinson www.ecoquestintl.com/susanrobinson (password:  prosper)
· Decorative Christmas Ornament Hangers:  http://geocities.com/jobyemail
· Investment Analysis Software bradvincen@yahoo.com 
· Lincoln City cottage:  http://www.beachstumps.com/beachstumpscottage 
· ImageSetters:  www.imagesttersllc.com
· Equine Art:  http://www.equinepencilart.citymax.com 

To unsubscribe reply to this message with the word ‘unsubscribe” in the subject line.  Thank you

Jo Becker, 8863 SW 175th Ave, Beaverton OR  97007

503/493-6883

