SUBJECT: 

Client Tips eLtr from JO BECKER
Dear Friends and Colleagues,

A couple weeks ago the Fair Housing Council sent me to Corvallis to present “Current Fair Housing Trends” to the Willamette Association of Realtors® and a month or so ago my Executive Director and I spoke on “Fair Housing and Disability” with the Portland Chapter of the Women’s Council of Realtors®.  I have loved staying active in the sales community, even as I delve into the rental community for this position!  Next on my calendar at this point is a luncheon presentation on fair housing at the Sept. EMAR membership—Hope to see you there!
Jo Becker, BA (former GRI)

503/493-6883 and JoByEmail@yahoo.com

NEWS YOU CAN USE:  

I have been writing marketing- and technology-related articles for Principal Broker Magazine (PB) since 2003.  Visit the publication’s site to read my latest article on digital cameras (pages 10-11) here.
MARKETING TIPS:  
In another few months we’ll be talking about New Year’s resolutions and planning ahead for 2007.  As you prepare to recap ’06 and set aim for ’07, take time over the next few months to pull out all the marketing pieces you’ve used this year.  Lay out every piece you used to promote yourself (newsletters, promotional calendars, business cards, letterhead, etc., etc.) and your clients’ needs (home books, CMA presentation binders, postcards, flyers, etc., etc.)… anything with your name on it!  Do the pieces work together to promote you and your business?  Would a stranger be glance at all the different pieces and think to themselves, “These came from a single, highly professional businessperson with a coordinated, integrated marketing plan”?  If not, you’ve got some work to do on your marketing plan for next year and now’s a great time to get started!

TIPS AND TRICKS:  In this section, I offer quick and simple computer tips or other resources you can use to improve your computing performance.

A few months ago we talked about sending email messages with the BCC (blind carbon copy) field.  Another concern when sending messages to several recipients at once is being caught in spam filters.  Many internet service providers (ISPs) filter incoming messages for their customers trying to prevent unwanted spam.  They’re filtering programs are able to detect when an incoming message has been sent to several email addresses from the same source.

Now, there’s fancy software you can invest in to get around this if you’re dealing with a high volume of email marketing, but a quick tip for day-to-day use is to limit your messages to fewer than 20 recipients per message.  That is, enter no more than 19 addresses in the TO:, CC:, or BCC: fields and you’ll slide under many ISPs’ spam filters.  Happy Emailing!

By the way, this tip isn’t intended to encourage spamming; I assume all of you are sending legitimate communiqué of interest to known recipients.  =}

JUST FOR FUN:  Here’s a site that may not only be useful around the house, but helpful for some clients as well!

Home and Garden TV’s website offers a cool little electronic room planner.  Point your web browser to the address below, choose the type of room you want to remodel (dining room, bedroom, kid’s room, etc.), and drag and drop sample pieces of furniture onto a room grid.  I’m sure there are other room planners out there like this; try Goggling and see what you come up with!

· http://www.hgtv.com/hgtv/pac_ctnt_wide/text/0,,HGTV_17897_23822,00.html
EDUCATION RESOURCE:

I'd like to introduce you to a truly unique, local company.  The services of Destination College & Beyond (DCB) blends comprehensive college planning and career development with the power of coaching.

Services include accelerated college planning for high school seniors, long-term planning for freshmen, sophomores and juniors, as well as focusing on adults with a college dream. The college planning services are integrated with career development designed to meet each client's needs. Career services are also available on a standalone basis. DCB is honored to serve high school, college and adult clients across the country and around the world.

For more information:  

Devon O’Brien, Destination College & Beyond

503/352-3416, http://www.DCB-creatingfutures.com, planning@DCB-creatingfutures.com 

I hope these tips have been useful to you.  Please don’t hesitate to call/write if you have computing questions or are ready to ramp up your own marketing campaign!  Referrals to your officemates and other small business owners are always appreciated.  


Thank you for your continued support!

Warmly,
Jo Becker, BA

503/493-6883

JoByEmail@yahoo.com
Formerly of Oregon Realty Company’s Portland West Office

Archived Resources:
· JoAnn Rouza Interiors:  http://www.jrouzainteriors.com
· Susan Robinson www.ecoquestintl.com/susanrobinson (password:  prosper)
· Decorative Christmas Ornament Hangers:  http://geocities.com/jobyemail
· Investment Analysis Software bradvincen@yahoo.com 
· Lincoln City cottage:  http://www.beachstumps.com/beachstumpscottage 
· ImageSetters:  www.imagesttersllc.com
· Equine Art:  http://www.equinepencilart.citymax.com 

· Columbiana Seed:  BetsySBecker@earthlink.net (REVISED address)

· Fair Housing Council:  www.fhco.org
· Greg Rands / Handyman, “Soil Guy,” and Personal Trainer:  503/516-4038

To unsubscribe reply to this message with the word ‘unsubscribe” in the subject line.  Thank you

Jo Becker, 8863 SW 175th Ave, Beaverton OR  97007

503/493-6883
