
 
 

 
OHSTAR team practices winter 

wilderness rescue. 
 

 
This injured dog was evacuated from 

the Mt. Hood wilderness. 
 

 
Volunteer rappels off Carver Bridge 

to rescue stranded cat. 

 
 

 
 

Contact OHSTAR if your pet is trapped or stranded and needs help to 
survive. OHSTAR volunteers are trained to: 

• Evacuate injured pets from wilderness areas. 
• Retrieve pets stranded on cliff sides, riverbanks, 

and other areas and structures that can only be 
accessed safely using ropes, climbing equipment 
and other technical rescue equipment. 

• Extricate animals trapped in enclosed spaces 
whose lives are in danger. 

Call OHSTAR  
Mon.–Fri. daytime hours:  503/416-2993  
Evenings and weekends:   503/849-5655 

Is Your Cat Up a Tree? 
If you see a cat that seems to be stranded in a tree, please follow the 
steps in our Cat In Tree Information Sheet before calling for assistance.  

What OHSTAR Does 
Respond to animal rescue situations that require technical skills in the 
Portland metropolitan area and adjoining counties. OHSTAR members 
also assist law-enforcement agencies with the safe capture, 
containment, and transport of distressed animals found in hazardous 
conditions, including hoarding situations. OHSTAR volunteers are 
trained to assist during disasters, and have been called upon to assist in 
large-scale national emergency operations such as Hurricane Katrina. 

OHSTAR Needs Your Support 
OHSTAR is comprised entirely of volunteers, and relies entirely on 
donations to fund all their rescue activities. Your online donation will 
help OHSTAR and the many other rescue activities supported by 
OHS.  OHSTAR also accepts donations of rescue equipment, such as 
technical climbing gear. See the OHS Wish List for items that are 
currently needed. 

www.oregonhumane.org/services/animal_rescue.asp 

NOTE: In cases 
of immediate 

emergency, call 
the police.









 

 

 



Are You Really Ready? 

Be ready before disaster strikes 

Make a Kit 
• Five-day supply of  food, 

water, and medicines 
• Medical and veterinary   

records 
• Toys and blanket/bed 
• Litter box and litter 
• Identification, with your  

cell number, attached to 
your pet’s collar 

• Pet carrier and/or leash 
• Current photographs of  

your pet with physical     
description 

• Container to carry          
everything 

Make a Plan 

• Create a list of  pet-friendly 
hotels 20+ miles away 
where you can take shelter 
if  you need to evacuate 

• Place your pet emergency 
supply kit by the door or in 
your car in case you need 
to evacuate quickly 

• Make sure your pet is  
wearing a collar and visible 
identification now, before 
you have to leave home 

• Talk to a trusted neighbor 
who may be home when 
you are not and can   
evacuate your pets 

Get Involved 

•    Join Oregon Humane
     Society; learn about all
     the great things they do 
     and offer 
•    Join a local CERT or NET
•    Learn 1st Aid (People/Pet)
• Learn how you can be

better prepared to help
when disaster strikes 

 

More than 358 million pets live in 63 percent of  American households. 
A Zogby International poll found that 61 percent of  pet owners will not 

evacuate if  they cannot bring their pets with them. 

Oregon Humane Society         (503) 285-7722    www.oregonhumane.org 
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American Humane Association 

� http://www.americanhumane.org/ 

� Provides the following training: 

• Animal Shelter Disaster Preparedness 

• Playful Parrots:  Bird Care 

• Safe Handling of Cats and Dogs 

• Animal Rescue Training for First Responders 

• Basic Animal Emergency Services Training 

• Floodwater Rescue Operations for Animals  

American Red Cross 

� http://www.redcross.org/ 

� First Aid Classes for People and Pets 

American Veterinary Medical Association 

� http://www.avma.org/  

� Provides the following publications: 

• AVMA Disaster Preparedness / Response Guide  

• Saving the Whole Family 

• Disaster Preparedness for Veterinary Practices 

Animal Control Agencies (State and Local)  

� May provide animal handling training 

� Course topics vary by location 

Basic Animal Rescue Training (BART) 

http://basicanimalrescuetraining.org/ 

� Provides the following training: 

• BART Small Animal 

• BART Community Responder 

• BART Large Animal 

Code 3 Associates 

� http://www.code3associates.org/ 

� Provides the following training: 

• Technical Animal Rescue (TAR) 

• BULL/Large Animal Rescue 

• ICE Rescue 

• Bio-Security and Zoonoses 
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� http://cdp.dhs.gov/  

� Provides Agricultural Emergency Response Training (AgERT-B)  

Dept. of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management Agency 

� http://www.training.fema.gov/IS/ 

� Provides the following on-line training: 

• IS-10 Animals in Disasters Module A: Awareness and Preparedness 

• IS-11 Animals in Disasters Module B: Community Planning 

• IS-111 Livestock in Disasters 

Dove Lewis Emergency Hospital 

� www.dovelewis.org  

Provides training and education classes  

Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN) 

� http://eden.lsu.edu/ 

� Provides Animal Agrosecurity and Emergency Management training 

FEMA’s Free Online Courses 

� IS-10.a - Animals in Disasters: Awareness and Preparedness 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is10a.asp  

� IS-11.a - Animals in Disasters: Community Planning 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is11a.asp  

�  

Provides training and education classes  

The Humane Society of the United States 

� http://www.hsus.org/ 

� Provides the following training: 

• Disaster Animal Response Team (DART) training 

• Emergency Animal Sheltering (EAS) training 

Oregon Humane Society 

� www.oregonhumane.org  

Provides training and education 

Pets America 

� www.petsamerica.org  

� Provides training on pet preparedness and first aid and CPR materials and courses 

University Extension Service 

� May provide livestock handling training 
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